
STOP 



Early Journal Content on JSTOR, Free to Anyone in the World 

This article is one of nearly 500,000 scholarly works digitized and made freely available to everyone in 
the world byJSTOR. 

Known as the Early Journal Content, this set of works include research articles, news, letters, and other 
writings published in more than 200 of the oldest leading academic journals. The works date from the 
mid-seventeenth to the early twentieth centuries. 

We encourage people to read and share the Early Journal Content openly and to tell others that this 
resource exists. People may post this content online or redistribute in any way for non-commercial 
purposes. 

Read more about Early Journal Content at http://about.istor.org/participate-istor/individuals/early- 
journal-content . 



JSTOR is a digital library of academic journals, books, and primary source objects. JSTOR helps people 
discover, use, and build upon a wide range of content through a powerful research and teaching 
platform, and preserves this content for future generations. JSTOR is part of ITHAKA, a not-for-profit 
organization that also includes Ithaka S+R and Portico. For more information about JSTOR, please 
contact support@jstor.org. 



HISTORY OF THE CATHOLIC CHURCH IN 
LOS ANGELES COUNTY. 



BY HEV. JOSE ADAH, VICAK GENERAL. 



The name of Los Angeles is probably derived from the fact that the 
expedition by land, in search of the harbor of Monterey, passed through 
this place on the 2nd of August, 1769, a day when the Franciscan 
missionaries celebrate the feast of Nuestra Senora de Los Angeles — " Our 
Lady of the Angels." 

This expedition by land, left San Diego July 14, 1769, and reached 
here on the first of August, when they killed for the first time some 
berrendos or antelope. On the 2nd they saw a large stream with much 
good land, which they called Porziuncula, on account of commencing on 
that day the jubilee called Porziuficula granted by the Lord to St. 
Francis, while praying in the little church of Our Lady of the Angels 
near Assisi, in Italy, commonly called Delia PorziuncuUa from a ham- 
let of that name near by. 

January of next year saw this expedition on their return to San 
Diego, which place they reached on the 21st of April of that year, 1770. 
Governor Portola with Father Crespi, and some soldiers were seen again 
by the Indians that inhabited these plains and mountains. As Los 
Angeles owes its existence to the establishment of San Gabriel Mission, 
in gi\'ing the religious history of Los Angeles, we cannot omit San 
■Gabriel. 

On the 6th of August 1771, Fathers Pedro Cambon and Angel 
Tomere, accompanied by ten soldiers and some muleteers, left the port 
of San Diego, and proceeded north to establish the Mission of San 
Gabriel. After traveling for forty leagues, they halted near the river of 
Los Temblores, so-called by the first expedition, on account of the se- 
vere earthquakes they experienced passing through this place. The 
river was afterwards called River San Gabriel, which name it still re- 
tains. 

The site selected for the establishment of the mission was about 
three miles from the present one, and is now included in the ranch of 
Mr. Richard Garvey. The ruins of the former buildings can yet be 
seen. The first mass was celebrated there under green bowers on the 
8th of September, 1771, being the feast of the nativity of the Virgin 
Mary. 
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A temporary chapel and huts for the padres and soldiers were erected 
the whole protected by a stockade, the gentiles (Indians) having cut 
the lumber and made themselves generally useful. 

While the best harmony was prevailing between gentiles and Chris- 
tians, an event took place, which nearly destroyed that good beginning. 
A soldier having insulted the wife oi one of the captains, this man con- 
ceived the idea of avenging himself and his wife of the insult received. 
He invited all the Indians around to join him. When the two guards 
saw such a crowd of armed Indians coming toward them, they buckled 
on in a hurry their leathern jackets, and prepared themselves for de. 
fense. The offender shot dead the leader, who happened to be the out- 
raged captain, and all the others fled in terror. 

A few days after, the commanding officer with two priests reached this 
place on their way to establish the Mission of San Buenaventura ; and 
fearing another attack from the Indians, he left sixteen soldiers here, 
and brought with him to Monterey the guilty soldier to take him out of 
the sight of the Indians. On this account the establishment of the 
Mission of San Buenaventura was frustrated for the time being, and 
four missionaries remained at San Gabriel, the former two however, re- 
tiring soon to Mexico on account of poor health. 

The Fathers tried with some success to conciliate the Indians: and 
within two years seventy-three children were baptized ; and at the 
death of Father Junipero-Serra, they numbered 1018. 

Father Serra after having founded the missions of San Diego, Car- 
melo, San Antonio, and San Luis Obispo, in September, 1772, visited 
that of San Gabriel, the only one which he had not established person- 
ally, and he was delighted to find there already so many converts. 

In 1776, after having rebuilt the Mission of San Diego, which had 
been destroyed by the insurgent tribes, Father Junipero Serra once 
more visited the Mission of San Gabriel, after having established that 
of San Juan Gapistrano, eighteen leagues distant from the latter. 

It was on this occasion that Father Junipero had a very narrow es- 
cape. On his way from San Gabriel to San Juan, accompanied only 
by an Indian, who served as interpreter, and by a soldier, he encountered 
a band of Indians all painted and well armed. The interpreter told 
them in their language that many soldiers were coming behind, who 
would kill them if they committed any hostile acts. Father Junipero 
made them some presents and thus pacified them. 

The General Commander of California, Don Teodoro Croix, anxious 
to comply with the wishes of the Viceroy, concerning the foundation of 
some missions, and a presidio on the channel of Santa Barbara, sent Cap- 
tain Fernando Rivera to recruit seventy-five soldiers in Arispe, and at the 
same time to procure families in order to form a pueblo or town to be 
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named after " Niiestra Sefiora de Los Angeles," near the bank of the 
River Porziuncula, now the Los Angeles River.' 

At the same time the Commander asked for some miesionaries to es- 
tablish two missions on the river " Colorado " for the conversion of the 
Indians of that region, and to secure the pass newly discovered through 
Colorado to these missions of Alta California, 

The Captain began to get recruits in Sinaloa and Sonora. Those 
from Sonora he brought with him bj' way of the Colorado River. On 
his arrival therf, as he found the missions already established, and ob- 
served that his horses and mules were very poor, and fearing they 
would die before reaching San Gabriel, eighty leagues distant, he re- 
mained there with six soldiers, and sent the recruits with their officers 
and soldiers and others to San Gabriel. 

The Governor had arrived at the Mission of San Gabriel a long time 
before to receive the troops that were coming up from Lower California, 
and there he received this last portion that came from the Colorado 
River. He sent back the Lieutenant with the nine veterans belonging 
to Soflora, who arriving at the Colorado river, were told the father and 
soldiers had been killed by the Indians. They could scarcely believe 
it, till with their own eyes they saw the mission buildings reduced to 
ashes and the corpses lying here and there unburied. He lost two sol- 
diers, and with another wounded he hastened back to San Gabriel 
and informed the Governor what had happened. 

The Governor, fearing that the Indians between here and the Color- 
ado river would rise against the new settlers, remained with his troops 
at San Gabriel, meanwhile arranging to lay the foundation of a town, 
(Pueblo de Espafioles) near the river Porziuncula, so named by the 
first expedition. He called together all the new settlers, that had come 
to establish themselves here, assigning to each of them a place and 
lands near the river distant four leagues from the Mission of San 
Gabriel. These new settlers were accompanied by a corporal and 
three soldiers, and in this way was founded the town of Los Angeles to- 
wards the end of 1781. They lived off their own crops, observes Father 
Palou, and w^ere subjected to the inconvenience of traveling four leagues 
to attend mass. 

A few months later, March 15th, the Very Rev. Father Junipero, after 
having made thirteen leagues on foot, arrived very late at this new 
pueblo of Los Angeles, where he slept that night. The next morning 
he left for San Gabriel, where he arrived fasting and tired, but in spite 
of this he ordered the bells to be rung, and sang the mass in honor of 
St. Joseph, whose feast the church celebrates on that day. 

Some days after, the new settlers of Los Angeles were agreeably sur- 
prised when they saw a brilliant expedition of soldiers and people 
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going to lay the foundations of San Buenaventura and Santa Barbara. 
The expedition was composed of seventy soldiers, with the officers and 
the Governor ; also ten more soldiers, with their families, and some 
Christian Indians ; of priests, only two accompanied them. Father 
Junipero and Father Cambon. 

The next year, 1783, the venerable Father Junipero, for the last time, 
visited the missions of the south, and passed through Los Angeles 
towards the end of the year on his way to Monterey, making the one 
hundred and seventy leagues from San Diego to Monterey on foot at 
the age of seventy years. 

Where Buena Vista street is now open north on the hill, there stood 
a chapel from the year 1784 until 1812, where a Franciscan friar from 
San Gabriel said mass every Sunday and on holy days, for the accom- 
modation of the settlers and their families. 

The present church which stands on the plaza was built between the 
years 1812 and 1815, and was enlarged and restored as it is seen at the 
present in the year 1862, under the pastorate of Father Bias Raho. 

The missions were under the control of the Franciscan fathers till 
the year 1833, when by a decree of the Mexican Congress they were 
secularized. The Mission of San Gabriel, as well as the other mis- 
sions, dwindled from over a thousand Indians to a few hundred. A 
like diminution was observed in the cattle and general products of the 
country. 

San Gabriel Mission counted as many as three thousand Indians, 
one hundred and five thousand cattle, twenty thousand horses and 
more than forty thousand sheep, together with harvest returns of 
twenty thousand fanegas* ( over 30,000 bushels ) of different species of 
grain, and five hundred barrels of wine and brandy. During the civil 
administration the Indians were reduced to five hundred, the cattle to 
seven hundred, horses to five hundred, and so on. Attached to this 
mission, and formed for the benefit of the natives, were seventeen ex- 
tensive ranches. Two hundred pairs of bullocks and several hundred 
Indians were constantly employed in tilling the land. Under the 
paternal tutelage of the fathers, the Indians felt happy and prosperous. 

In the treasury of the San Gabriel Mission, at the time of confisca- 
tion were one hundred thousand piasters,! and in the warehouses, for 
the use of the natives, as much as two hundred thousand francs' worth 
of European merchandise, which all fell into the hands of the admin- 
istration, and was appropriated by them. 

In 1835 the Congress of the Mexican Republic, of which Santa Ana 
became President, restored to the Roman Catholic Church, by a formal 

* A fanega is a Spanish measure equal to 1599 of an English bushel, 
t A piaster is a franc, or 19.3 cents. 
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act of the national legislature, the property belonging to the missions, 
of which it bad been deprived in 1832. 

The same well-disposed Congress determined to put Upper and 
Lower California under the care of a resident bishop, and Don Garcia 
Diego was appointed to the position by His Holiness, Gregory XVI. 
He was the first Bishop of California, a man of great talent, a Mexican 
by birth, and well acquainted with these missions, as he was Com- 
missary Prefect of Upper California at the time of his appointment. 
On the 11th of January, 1842, he landed at Santa Barbara, where he 
was received with great enthusiasm. He died there in 1846, and the 
Very Rev. Father Gonzalez was appointed to administer the estate 
until 1850, when Dr. Alemany was nominated as Bishop of Monterey. 
He brought with him the Dominican religious orders of both sexes. 

As California increased in population very rapidly on account of the 
discovery of gold, the Holy See raised Dr. Alemany to the dignity of 
Archbishop of San Francisco, and selected Dr. Amat as Bishop of 
Monterey. Right. Rev. Thaddeus Amat was born in Barcelona, Spain, 
in 1810. He was rector of the Seminary of the Lazarists in Cape 
Girardeau, and afterwards of the Seminary of Philadelphia. He was 
consecrated as bishop in the Church of the Propaganda in Rome in 
1854. He resided in Santa Barbara for some time, but foreseeing that 
the city of Los Angeles had a great future, he petitioned the Holy See 
for permission to make this place his permanent residence, and to be 
called Bishop of Los Angeles. Rome granted the petition, but with 
the condition that he should retain also the title of Monterey, and there- 
after he was known as Bishop of Monterey and Los Angeles. 

With his energetic zeal he had the consolation of seeing finished the 
new cathedral of St. Vibiana, in 1876. Perceiving that his health was 
failing, he asked for a coadjutor to be appointed, and selected for 
that important position his vicar general, the Very Rev. Francis Mora. 
Dr. Mora was consecrated in 1873, with great jubilation on the part of 
the clergy and laity, being highly revered by all. Under his adminis- 
tration many schools, colleges and academies have been established. 

From a small chapel in the last year of the last century, Los Angeles 
can boast now of a Roman Catholic cathedral, the old church of Our 
Lady of the Angels, the new church of St. Vincent, the German 
Church and that of the Sacred Heart in course of erection in East 
Los Angeles. 



